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Cut a photo out of the 
newspaper and then write 
a new caption and article 
about the action going on 
in the photo.

Mark the different punc-
tuation marks used in 
an article. Then read the 
articles aloud and notice 
the influence of your voice 
in determining the place 
of punctuation.

Find stories about modern 
day explorers and then 
write a brief summary of 
what they have discov-
ered.

Read an article in the 
newspaper about an 
individual who is hon-
est. What was the hon-
est act? What were the 
consequences of the act? 
Would you have made the 
same decision?

Look in today’s newspa-
per; identify the name of 
leaders, what countries 
they represent and their 
leadership roles.

Analyzing the news, what 
are the most important 
concerns in the world, the 
nation, your community, 
in your life?  Which one(s) 
concern you most and 
what can you do about 
them?

Compute the area of the 
advertisements on one 
page. What percentage 
of the page is used for 
advertisements?

Use a car advertisement 
that gives the estimated 
miles per gallon. Deter-
mine the cost of driving 
from your city to another 
at the current price of 
gasoline per gallon.

Choose three pictures or 
ads from the paper. Using 
a metric rule, figure the 
area of each ad in square 
centimeters. Then convert 
each into square millime-
ters and square meters.

Choose a newspaper 
page, find paragraphs 
written in present, past 
and future tenses and 
underline them in differ-
ent colors.

Find stories of accidents 
such as fires, poisoning, 
drowning, etc.  Discuss 
and/or write about safety 
rules and other ways to 
prevent accidents.

Find articles on new sci-
entific or medical break-
throughs.  Discuss how 
they are may affect our 
lives. How has science 
changed our lives since 
our nation began, last 50 
years, last 10 years?

Have students read arti-
cles and columns that 
inform the public about 
new or proposed health 
and safety laws. Then 
summarize the laws and 
write an editorial express-
ing their view.

In the newspaper, find 
examples of editorials that 
are written to: inform the 
reader, interpret the news 
for the reader, entertain 
the reader, and influence 
the reader.

Make a list of all the func-
tions provided by the 
newspaper: providing 
news, advertising, upcom-
ing events, etc.  How would 
each of these functions be 
met in a newspaperless 
society?

Make a chart showing 
examples of the vocabu-
lary variations that appear 
in different sections of the 
newspaper. For instance, 
the jargon used by the 
food and sports editors 
would probably be quite 
different.

Find a newspaper article 
that is about each of the 
following: a meeting of 
a government agency, a 
press conference, a disas-
ter or unexpected happen-
ing, the schools.
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Have students look 
through the comic strips 
for a character that is most 
like them. They can make 
a list of the things they 
have in common as well 
as differences.

Research stories on local, 
state and national legis-
lation being enacted or 
pending.  What effect will 
the law have?  If pending, 
will it pass?  Describe the 
process of legislation for 
one of the laws.

Pretend you have just 
received an inheritance of 
$10,000. Invest $2,000 in 
five different stocks. Watch 
the growth or decline of 
your stock for two weeks 
and graph the results.

Collect and analyze 
Nnewspaper articles and 
ads related to topics of 
alcohol, tobacco or drugs.  
Have students write sto-
ries/editorials, and design 
ads against using these 
substances.
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